September 2010

Counselor Corner


Preschool through Grade 2:  School Counselor, Dr. Jayne Garrett

Grade 3-Grade 5:   School Counselor, Mrs. Betsy Dolan 

 

 Transitioning to preschool, kindergarten, and first grade are key developmental tasks. Congratulations to the family members who gave Page Hilltop students a successful send-off. The students are looking more comfortable each day and are beginning to independently follow the new school routines. Stamina is still building and many seem tired by the end of the school day.  Please stop by and say hello during Open House on 9-21-2010. You are also welcome to schedule a consultation with the school counselor whenever you have a concern about your student’s adjustment to school, school behavior, or social-emotional development. We want every student to experience success in their early school years!
September is a month when families may find it challenging to juggle the back to school routines with home, work, and extra curricular activities. Organization is a very important skill to start your child off on the right foot. If you would like some additional support for child with organizational skills with binders, folders, homework, school papers, and backpack, please feel free to have your child visit with Mrs. Dolan, school counselor for grades 3, 4, and 5. We can go over tips for staying organized throughout the school year!

  

     September 2010 Ayer Shirley District Lectures

                                Free and Open to the Public

Dr. Ed Hallowell – “CRAZY BUSY: Overstretched, Overbooked, and About to Snap! Strategies for Handling Your Fast-Paced Life”

If you plan on attending, you DO need to pre-register for this event.  You will need to email Ayer_Education_Foundation@yahoo.com to register.  Date:  Wednesday, September 15th, Time:  6:30PM (doors open at 5:30PM), Location:  Ayer High School Auditorium

Dr. Hallowell is a highly recognized speaker around the world. He has been prominently featured in the media, including 20/20, Oprah, CNN, PBS and NPR as well as 60 Minutes, The Today Show, Dateline, Good Morning America, US News and World Report, Newsweek, the Harvard Business Review and the New York Times. 


Special Education Basic Rights Workshop

Date: Wed., September 29, Time:    7:00 p.m., Place:   Page Hilltop Elementary School, Ayer

The Basic Rights workshop provides families with an introduction to their rights and responsibilities under Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), Massachusetts Special Education Law, and No Child Left Behind (NCLB)

This workshop is designed to help parents learn how to be effective partners with their child’s school; to understand special education eligibility requirements; and to plan for, make decisions about, and to learn how to monitor their child’s educational progress.  

 

Bullying and Cyberbullying

Date:  Thurs, Sept. 30th, Time: 7:00pm, Place: Ayer-Shirley Middle School auditorium

District Attorney Nina Pomponio from the Middlesex District Attorney’s office will be presenting on the topic of bullying and cyberbullying and how the new law impacts schools and communities. The new law prohibits bullying, but does not make it a crime. District Attorney Pomponio will speak about when certain acts cross the line and become criminal and how schools and local law enforcement have to work closely together to deal with these issues.


